Is cutaneous flushing prostaglandin mediated?
Intravenous administration of nicotinic acid (25 mg), resulted in a readily reproducible facial flush. The development of this flush was inhibited by two prostaglandin synthetase inhibitors, indomethacin and benorylate, but was not affected by the administration of the opiate receptor antagonist naloxone. Indomethacin, the agent with the greater anti-prostaglandin activity, was markedly more effective than benorylate in inhibiting the nicotinic-acid-induced rise in facial temperature. These findings will be useful in the in vivo assessment of the activity of prostaglandin inhibitors.